
 

 

 

 

Vice President Pence has served in public office since 2000, and was the Governor 

of Indiana from 2012 to 2016. During this time, he has been a strong critic of 

heavy taxation and regulation, consistently advocating for free markets and limited 

government.  

 

As Governor, Mike Pence: 

• Maintained a balanced budget every year, closed the 2016 fiscal year out 

with over 2 billion in reserves, and held a AAA credit rating 

• Pushed forward the largest tax cuts in the state’s history, enacting nearly 

$3.5 billion in tax relief over the past four years. 

• Oversaw job growth and a steep drop in unemployment  

• Eliminated unnecessary and onerous fees 

• Expanded scholarships and school choice 

• Prioritized reducing veteran unemployment  

 

 

More information: 

 

Tax reform 

• Indiana was the only Midwestern state on the Tax Foundation’s top-ten list. 

Forbes  

• Fought for and pushed forward tax cuts shortly after becoming governor, 

including a 5 percent cut in the individual income tax rate, bringing it down 

to 3.23 percent. Indianapolis Business Journal 

• Signed SB1 which reduced the business personal property tax (also 

expanded sales tax exemptions for business purchases) and lowered the 

corporate income tax (gradually lowers the corporate income tax from 6.5 

percent in 2015 to 4.9 percent in 2021). Forbes 

• Indiana’s business-friendly tax climate has attracted businesses outside of 

the state to relocate there. For example, AEP River Operations in 

Chesterfield, Missouri, moved its 100 employees to Indiana in 2015. St. 

Louis Business Journals  

 

 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/travisbrown/2015/11/23/indiana-sets-business-friendly-example-for-the-midwest/#6bfc6376674e
http://www.ibj.com/articles/59930-pence-touts-indiana-economy-in-vp-pitches
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2014/bills/senate/1#document-33d13383
https://www.forbes.com/sites/taxanalysts/2016/08/04/mike-pence-and-tax-policy/#520856cf2d86
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/news/2015/11/18/chesterfield-company-moving-to-indiana-with-its.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/news/2015/11/18/chesterfield-company-moving-to-indiana-with-its.html


Economic Growth & Unemployment 

• Indiana’s unemployment feel from 8.4% in January 2013 to 4.5% in 

November 2015. Wall Street Journal 

• Businesses in Indiana, both large and small, created nearly 150,000 new jobs 

over the last four years. WYKC 

• Total employment grew almost 10% in Indiana since the end of 2012 

(compared to the 6.5% national average). Wall Street Journal 

• In 2015, Indiana’s continued economic success allowed it to pay off a $250 

million federal unemployment insurance loan (which equates to $126 per 

employee in Indiana). Ultimately, this saved Indiana businesses from having 

to pay $327 million in additional taxes in 2016. Forbes 

 

Eliminated Fees 

• When it became evident that the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles was 

overcharging Indianans tens of millions of dollars on licensing fees and 

other vehicle services, Governor Pence signed the House Enrolled Act 

(HEA) 1087, which reduced or eliminated 163 Bureau of Motor Vehicles 

fees. Indy Star 

 

Educational Opportunities  

• As of 2016, nearly 60% of students in Indiana qualified for vouchers making 

Indiana’s school voucher program the largest in the country. NPR 

• Governor Pence’s On My Way Pre-K pilot program provided scholarships 

for nearly 2,300 low-income young children from 2014 to 2016. NPR  

 

Protected Veterans 

• In 2016 alone, Governor Pence signed 13 bills aimed at protecting and 

improving the lives of our veterans, including expanding the Military Family 

Relief Fund and expanding property tax deductions for disabled vets. WFYI 

Indianapolis  

 

http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2016/07/16/mike-pence-donald-trumps-vp-pick-can-tout-job-gains-and-economic-growth-in-indiana/
http://www.wkyc.com/news/politics/national-politics/verify-indianas-economy-under-mike-pences-leadership/278579038
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics/2016/07/16/mike-pence-donald-trumps-vp-pick-can-tout-job-gains-and-economic-growth-in-indiana/
http://eaglecountryonline.com/local-article/states-cash-reserves-will-help-save-hoosier-businesses-327m/
http://eaglecountryonline.com/local-article/states-cash-reserves-will-help-save-hoosier-businesses-327m/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/travisbrown/2015/11/23/indiana-sets-business-friendly-example-for-the-midwest/#6b355f33674e
http://www.indystar.com/story/news/2016/03/24/what-mike-pence-signed-and-rejected/82220416/
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2016/07/20/486654015/what-did-pence-do-for-schools-as-governor-heres-a-look
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2016/07/20/486654015/what-did-pence-do-for-schools-as-governor-heres-a-look
http://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/gov-pence-signs-13-bills-aiding-military-servicemembers-veterans
http://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/gov-pence-signs-13-bills-aiding-military-servicemembers-veterans

